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URBANE Magazine honors Black Arkansas’ culture, 
identity, and history. We use our print and digital 
platforms to showcase the infinite melanated treasures 
within this state and to celebrate our unsung heroes 
and leaders shaping the next generations. 
 

MISSION 

To ignite conversations, show Us successful and 
thriving, refute stereotypes, promote empowerment, 
and induce overwhelming pride in just how dope we 
are! It is our honor to uphold and reaffirm the respect, 
dignity, and existence of all Black people. 
 

DISCLAIMER 

All information and content are accurate to the 
URBANE Magazine’s staff and contributors’ best 
knowledge. Please accept our apology if there is an 
error or changes that occurred after publishing that 
affect accuracy. Our contributors’ opinions are not 
necessarily the opinion or view of URBANE Magazine, 
nor is URBANE Magazine liable for how these opinions 
are interpreted. URBANE holds no responsibility. 
  

ADVERTISING 

We obligate ourselves to display quality in everything 
we execute, including advertising! Every issue is 
designed to display positive representation, 
empowering reflections, and provide valuable 
information and resources.  
  

Our Media Kit is available at 
www.TheURBANEMag.com/Advertise-With-Us 

  

SUBSCRIPTION 

URBANE Magazine is published bi-monthly in digital 
form and is available individually by issue and through 
subscription. Print subscriptions have been 
discontinued. 

Physical* Digital* 

· $9.99 per issue · $4.99 per digital issue 

 · $19.95 - 1 year 
     *plus tax and/or shipping 
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Dr. Mario D. Wallace 

Dr. Mario D. Wallace is a professor of leadership theories and the founder of All Things Strategic, 

bringing over 20 years of experience in corporate leadership, strategy management, and small 

business consulting. He is an academic researcher and published author of multiple books on 

business strategy, deeply committed to empowering minority business professionals and 

entrepreneurs. 

 

Dr. Wallace is also the creator of the Black History Scavenger Hunting project, which includes a 

YouTube channel, TikTok page, and website (www.BlackHistoryScavengerHunting.com) dedicated 

to documenting and preserving Black history through engaging storytelling, site visits, and 

interviews with community members. 

 

His mission is to make minority professionals and small business owners irreplaceable in their 

industries by offering affordable, academically rigorous leadership programs designed to rival the 

best in the field. In addition, Dr. Wallace supports minority authors in writing, developing, 

organizing, and self-publishing their books, helping turn their knowledge and stories into powerful 

published works. 

 

Dr. Wallace earned his bachelor’s degrees in international Language and Rhetoric and Writing 
and his master’s degree in education from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. He earned his 
doctoral degree from Walden University in Business Administration Leadership. He has certifications 

in the Balanced Scorecard from the Palladium Group, Lean Six Sigma Black Belt from Villanova 

University, Change Management from PROSCI, Emotional Intelligence from the Hay Group, 

Communication from the Wiley Everything DiSC Workplace, and Facilitation from Development 

Dimension International (DDI).  

 

Through strategic advising, leadership development, and publishing support, Dr. Wallace equips 

minority professionals with the tools, skills, and confidence needed to thrive and create lasting 

impact. 

 

<HOME WITH THE TOLLETTIANS FOR A REUNION=, PAGE 17 
 

RESOURCE & REFERENCES: 
1. Tolle琀琀e Howard County h琀琀ps://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/tolle琀琀e-howard-county-4459/ 

2. Library of Congress’ website 

3. Documents from locals in Tolle琀琀e (i.e., 2024 Tolle琀琀e Homecoming program, ar}cles, wri琀琀en history, etc.)  

4. The published ar}cle Tolle琀琀e, Arkansas A Place in History wri琀琀en by Ronald A. Gordon Sr.  

5. Paper }tled The History of Tolle琀琀e.  
6. Recording video footage of the four-day event, which consists of more than 20 interviews.  

7. Warrant Deeds from the Library of Congress. 
8. Documents from the archives at CAL Roberts Center in Li琀琀le Rock Arkansas (i.e., cer}昀椀ca}ons of death, 

deeds, landmarkings, etc.)  

Interested in sharing your voice and skillset with Arkansas? Send your résumé and your sample work or its link to: 

TheURBANEMag@gmail.com — SUBJECT: Contributor Submission 

Cover Story Source 4Allyson Pittman Gattin & Amy Westlake of the Peacock Group 

Spotlight Feature4Tameka Lee 
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Hey y’all!  Ok, so for context, pretend I’m sitting at URBANE Magazine’s 2025 
Inaugural Women of Worth & Men of Merit Luncheon, writing this to 
you. You pretending…you see me?! Ok, bet 3 

 
I’m sitting here, somewhere between the last award presentation and the closing remarks, somewhat 
able to exhale, mentally and financially taxed, trying to soak in the beauty of this moment. The linen is 
décor-ing, the lighting from the venue’s glass wall is my favorite accent of the day, and the air is thick 
with celebration and Black excellence. I’m thinking to myself, <I actually pulled this thing together. Thank 
you, God! Now, how the next couple of months finna look?!=  
 
I created this luncheon to honor others. Celebrating community leaders, professionals, dreamers, and 

doers through URBANE Magazine has always been part of my vision 3 something that I really believe God 
has called me to do, actually. But this particular effort4this gathering and the preparation leading to it4
wasn’t just a celebration. It was a sacrifice. And not the dramatic kind you write about for sympathy or 
applause. The quiet kind. The kind entrepreneurs and forerunners don’t always talk about. The kind that 
takes a little from every corner of your life: your wallet, your schedule, your sleep, and your spirit. 
 
Life has been lifing behind the scenes during the curation of this luncheon. Personally, I’ve carried more 
than I let show. I’ve juggled bills & invoices, deadlines, family, dreams, attempts, debts, and diapers. I’ve 
poured from a cup I didn’t realize had run dry. I won’t pretend it was easy, but I pressed through. Not just 
because I’m strong, but because I believe in this work. I believe in the mission of URBANE.  
 
I don’t always have big checks to write, but I do have effort, a platform, and a desire to see betterment 
and light shined on deserving names. This magazine…this luncheon is my philanthropy4my way of giving 
back. And sometimes, that’s enough.  
 
But, somewhere between the last award presentation and the closing remarks, somewhat able to finally 

breathe, mentally and financially taxed, trying to soak in the beauty of this moment, I’m hoping the 
attendees can take something from this luncheon. I’m hoping the readers can take something from 
every magazine. That something was said or done that made their heart smile, affirmed them, or simply 
made them feel seen, because I don’t want everything I endured and sacrificed to be for naught, you 
know?!  
 
So if you are in the room, thank you for showing up! If you’re reading this, thank you for getting and/or 
staying connected. This is ministry for me. Philanthropy. Legacy. So I have to trust that the seeds I’ve sown 
are growing. And if you’re reading this right now? That means they are.  
 
Here’s to more moments that matter, more stories that inspire, and more proof that what we build, even 
in tired hands, can still be beautiful. I don’t have it all figured out, but I’m doing my best and I’m still 
showing up. I hope you can sense that with every issue. And if you never read another one, I hope this 
issue of URBANE meets you where you are. May it lift you, affirm you, and remind you that your work, your 
presence, and your story matter, too. 
 

Peace 

AUG / SEPT    TH EURBAN EMA G.COM 6 



 

 

1001 Wright Avenue 

Li琀琀le Rock, AR 

www.Pyramid1988.com 

1 / Ruby Bridges: A Talk with My Teacher 
BY Ruby Bridges 
 

When Ruby Bridges was only six years old, she made history by being 
the 昀椀rst Black child to integrate William Frantz Elementary School. She 
became best friends with her teacher, Mrs. Henry. Excited to come back 
for her second year, Ruby is soon devastated to learn that Mrs. Henry 
isn’t her second-grade teacher. Where did Mrs. Henry go? Can Ruby 
ever reconnect with her favorite teacher? 

 

A love le琀琀er to teachers who hold the power to change lives, the 
book illuminates the las}ng impact that the best of teachers can have 
on the lives of their students.  
 

2 / The Amen Corner 
BY James Baldwin 
 
In his 昀椀rst work for the theater, James Baldwin brought all the fervor 
and majes}c rhetoric of the storefront churches of his childhood along 
with an unwavering awareness of the price those churches exacted 
from their worshipers. For years Sister Margaret Alexander has moved 
her Harlem congrega}on with a mixture of personal charisma and 
ferocious piety. But when Margaret's estranged husband, a scapegrace 
jazz musician, comes home to die, she is in danger of losing both her 
standing in the church and the son she has tried to keep on the godly 
path.  
 

3 / Afro Sheen: How I Revolutionized an 

Industry with the Golden Rule, from Soul Train 

to Wall Street 
BY George E. Johnson 
 

You might already be familiar with Afro Sheen and Ultra Sheen, but 
have you heard of the man behind the company that produced these 
products? In Afro Sheen, George Ellis Johnson, the acclaimed self-made 
businessman, reveals his inspiring and cap}va}ng rise from humble 
beginnings to the top of the haircare industry. 
 

4 / Matriarch: A Memoir 
BY Tina Knowles 
 

Tina Knowles, the mother of iconic singer-songwriters Beyoncé Knowles 
Carter, Solange Knowles, is known the world over as a Matriarch with a 
capital M: a determined, self-possessed, self-aware, and wise woman 
who raised and inspired some of the great ar}sts of our }me. But this 
story is about so much more than that. 
 

That life’s journey—through grief and tragedy, crea}ve and roman}c 
risks and turmoil, the nurturing of superstar ofspring and of her own 
special gi昀琀s—is the remarkable story she shares with readers here. It’s 
one brilliant woman’s in}mate and revealing story, and a 
mul}genera}onal family saga that carries within it the story of 
America—and the wisdom that women pass on to one another, 
mothers to daughters, across genera}ons. 

Book descrip}ons found on Amazon.com or 
the publica}ons’ speci昀椀c distributor/website.  

 4 
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 the late summer sun dipped low 
over Tolle琀琀e, Arkansas, thick 
humidity se琀琀led in, and heavy 
gray clouds crept across the sky. 
The red-and-beige brick façade 

of Tolle琀琀e City Hall, a small but proud landmark, was 
bathed in the shadow of evening, signaling the start of 
the 2024 Tolle琀琀e Homecoming. For 66 years, every two 
years, Tolle琀�ans sca琀琀ered across the country and even the world return to 
this historic Black town for a mul}-day family reunion, a celebra}on of 
heritage, community, and resilience. 
 

With my Canon EOS camera on a tripod, I arrived on August 14th, the 昀椀rst day 
of the four-day Homecoming, ready to document this vibrant event. As a 
TikToker known as Black History Scavenger Hun}ng, I had researched 
Tolle琀琀e’s rich history and was eager to experience the Homecoming 昀椀rsthand. 
 

WEDNESDAY — THE MEET AND GREET 
 

City Hall’s sanctuary was modest but alive with energy. Bright lights hung from 
the ceiling alongside four large fans. Rows of brown folding chairs 昀椀lled the 
room, and plaques and photos of Howard County Training School graduates 
adorned the walls, a poignant reminder that City Hall had been the school un}l 
desegrega}on in 1964. 
 

The Mistress of Ceremonies, with a raspy Southern voice, opened with a 
prayer blessing to all Tolle琀�ans and guests. Par}cipants joined hands in prayer 
near the stage, accompanied by 昀椀ve others seated behind burgundy drapes. 
An American 昀氀ag hung nearby. Then, an older lady led everyone in the gospel 
hymn <Li昀琀 Every Voice and Sing.= Speakers followed, culmina}ng in a choir led 
by an older gentleman who sang of-key but with hearvelt passion. 
 

I set up a second camera, capturing the scene and mingling with those who 
had invited me, including Phyllis and Frankye <Jerri= Tolle琀琀e Charles. Jerri, 
Na}onal President of the Tolle琀琀e Homecoming and originally from California, 
carried a so昀琀ened Southern accent. Her sister Phyllis, a military re}ree also 
living in California, greeted me warmly. Their hospitality made me feel like 
family. 
 

Months earlier, my TikTok video about Highway 355 near Tracey Turner’s 
family home had gained trac}on with over 3,000 likes and drew the a琀琀en}on 
of Luenell Batson, the famous comedian and ar}st from Tolle琀琀e. The town had 
quickly embraced me as a local celebrity, and many invited me to the reunion. 
 

As Mayor Brenda Porter presented Jerri with the Acceptance Key, Jerri 
announced to the crowd that I, a TikTok celebrity, was among them. Though 
the a琀琀en}on felt strange, I thanked everyone and shared that I was 
documen}ng the experience, planning to stay through Saturday. 
 

A昀琀er the program closed with door prizes, a spoken word poem, oferings, a 
mayoral speech, and benedic}on, I followed an invita}on to Martha Tolle琀琀e 
Forte’s home. 
 

Martha’s house was nestled quietly of the road on about an acre of land, 
surrounded by many parked vehicles. The night air was s}ll, and stars hung 
bright above. Inside, the aromas of fried 昀椀sh and peach cobbler welcomed me 
warmly. Martha’s son ofered me cavish and soda, which I gladly accepted 
before se琀�ng up to interview Jerri. 
 

Jerri’s stories painted a rich family legacy. <My full name is Frankye Geraldine 
Tolle琀琀e,= she said. <I’m a 昀椀昀琀h-genera}on Tolle琀�an. My grandfather was 
Benjamin Franklin, and my dad was Gerald, so that’s how I got my name. We 
were raised in a tradi}onal Black family. My dad didn’t talk much, but he heard 
everything. My mother led all the conversa}ons.= 

 

She showed me original pe}}ons by Sanford Tolle琀琀e, including a hand-

sketched map to establish the post o昀케ce. Jerri also shared a deed signed by 
Caldonia Tolle琀琀e in 1900 gran}ng land to build the town’s 昀椀rst church. The 
story of Stephen Tolle琀琀e, a former slave and blacksmith on a Virginia 
planta}on who saved money, bought his freedom, and poled down the Red 

by Dr. Mario D. Wallace 
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River to found Tolle琀琀e, was central to their iden}ty. 
 

THURSDAY — SCHOOL REUNION NIGHT  
Though I had planned to a琀琀end, exhaus}on from the long drive home to Li琀琀le 
Rock kept me from returning for Thursday’s School Reunion Night. This event, I 
was told, was a hearvelt gathering where alumni of 
the Howard County Training School reconnected, 
shared memories, and passed down stories to 
younger genera}ons. It represented the legacy of 
educa}on amid segrega}on and the resilience of 
Black communi}es who fought for equal 
opportunity. 
 

While I was unable to a琀琀end in person, I reached out 
to Jerri, who described it as a deeply emo}onal night 
昀椀lled with laughter, tears, and rea昀케rma}ons of 
iden}ty, part of the fabric that holds Tolle琀琀e 
together. 
 

FRIDAY — 
THE HOMECOMING BANQUET 

 
Returning Friday evening, City Hall transformed into 
a banquet hall with tables dressed in white linens 
and sparkling centerpieces. The atmosphere was 
celebratory and formal, yet familiar, as friends, 
family, and visitors 昀椀lled the room. 
 

The banquet began with a hearty meal featuring 
local favorites, followed by speeches from 
community leaders and descendants of Tolle琀琀e’s 
founders. I captured hearvelt tes}monials about 
perseverance, unity, and the pride of being part of this enduring Black town.  
 

Phyllis, Jerri, and Martha were present, engaging with guests and sharing 
stories that connected past and present. The evening also featured a 
slideshow of archival photos, images of early Tolle琀琀e, its founders, and 
genera}ons of families who built the town. 
 

This banquet was a pivotal moment in the reunion, reinforcing the bonds of 
heritage and the community’s ongoing commitment to honor their ancestors 
while looking toward the future. interviewing Mayor Brenda Porter, where we 
discussed growth opportuni}es for Tolle琀琀e and the town’s future, and 

introduced Dr. Ellen 
Holmes, the keynote 
speaker. Dr. Holmes 
shared the history of 
Howard County 
Training School, all 
achievements of the 
mayors, the collapse 
of the business 
sectors, and the 
nega}ve impact of 
segrega}on. 
 

SATURDAY — THE GRAND PARADE AND FESTIVAL 

 
Saturday was the pinnacle of the Homecoming. A vibrant parade winding 
through the town’s main streets. The sun shone brightly, and the air was thick 
with excitement and music. Floats adorned with banners celebrated Tolle琀琀e’s 
founding fathers, local businesses, and historical milestones. Marching bands, 
dance troupes, and vintage cars energized the crowd. 
 

Among the parade par}cipants was none other than Luenell Batson, Tolle琀琀e’s 
hometown comedian and ar}st, whose infec}ous laughter and easy charm 
cap}vated a琀琀endees.  

 

Luenell sat at a table across from me, 
casually adjus}ng her white t-shirt. Dark 
sunglasses framed her face, contras}ng 
sharply with her long, sky-blue nails. Her 
short blonde hair was 昀氀awlessly styled, and 
she seemed to blend efortlessly into the 
serene backdrop of green 昀椀elds and open 
pastures. She shared her deep afec}on for 
Tolle琀琀e: "Tolle琀琀e’s not just a town; it’s my 
heart, my roots. Every 琀椀me I come home, it 
reminds me where I come from and why I 
keep pushing. This Homecoming is about 
more than fun. It’s about legacy, about 
remembering those who built this place so we 
could dream bigger." She recalled stories of 
her childhood running through the 
community, learning from elders who 
emphasized pride and perseverance. 
Luenell’s presence at the parade was a 
testament to how Tolle琀琀e’s spirit lives on 
through its people. 
 

The parade culminated at a lively fes}val in 
the parking lot of City Hall, where families 
gathered under canopies, children played 
games, and vendors sold handmade cra昀琀s 
and soul food. Music echoed from speakers, 

blending contemporary beats with classic soul and gospel hymns. 
 

REFLECTIONS ON A HISTORIC HOMECOMING 
 
Experiencing the Tolle琀琀e Homecoming over four days was a profound journey 
into Black history, community, and culture. From the quiet moments of prayer 
and hymn-singing inside City Hall to the raucous joy of the parade and fes}val, 
the event celebrated the endurance and spirit of a town built on the hard-

fought freedom and dreams of its founders. Tolle琀琀e’s legacy, as a Black town 
founded by former slaves, surviving Jim Crow, desegrega}on, and modern 
challenges, is a powerful reminder of the strength found in unity. 
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Black 

Arkansans 
in 

Education 
If serving in educa}on was easy, we'd all be doing it. Even with its rewards and 
memorable moments, it is one of the most challenging career 昀椀elds to occupy. It does 
not give the recogni}on, re昀氀ec}ve wages, or the daily respect and regard that many 
deserve. Unfortunately, this o昀琀en goes double for Black people in educa}on. 
  

Black educators proceed day-to-day, year-to-year, teaching academic and life lessons 
to impact students. They are expected to give more of themselves without resistance 
or response, are regularly under judgment from their colleagues, counterparts, and 
administra}on, and are o昀琀en the least supported employees in their building and 
community. And not just Black educators but Black principals, counselors, coaches, 
cafeteria workers, secretaries, school nurses, custodial workers, administrators, 
directors, school bus drivers, social workers, and teacher assistants.  
  

The following few pages are designated to recognize a small por}on of Black Arkansans 
in Educa}on who have dedicated 昀椀昀琀een or more years of their lives to the 昀椀eld and 
have helped shape genera}ons of students. With these pages, and to those not among 
them, URBANE says: Thank you for your service and commitment to make an impact. 
Thank you for seeing the bigger picture. And thank you so much for being diligent. You 
are appreciated! 
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Brihana 
Crutchfield, 
M.Ed.  
  

5-year Educator 
5th Grade 4English Language Arts 
(ELA) 
Amboy Elementary 

 

Now in her fourth year as an educator, Brihana 
Crutch昀椀eld is proving that passion, purpose, 
and persistence are powerful tools in shaping 
young minds. As a 5th grade English Language 
Arts teacher at Amboy Elementary, Crutch昀椀eld 
brings more than just lessons to the 
classroom—she brings heart, hope, and high 
expecta}ons. 
 

Currently pursuing her master’s degree in 
educa}on, she embodies what it means to be 
a lifelong learner. Her commitment to 
professional growth is matched only by her 
devo}on to her students’ success. Raised by a 
strong mother who ins}lled in her the value of 
hard work and self-belief, Crutch昀椀eld is 
carrying forward that legacy with grace and 
grit. 
 

Her colleagues describe her as an all-around 
good human—genuine, grounded, and giving. 
She’s the kind of teacher who stays a昀琀er class 
to encourage a struggling reader or to cheer 
on a student at their weekend soccer game. In 
a world that o昀琀en overlooks the quiet power 
of good educators, Brihana Crutch昀椀eld stands 
tall. 
 

In short, she deserves her 昀氀owers—and then 
some. 

LaJoy O. 
Montgomery 
 

17-year Educator 
Regional Early Childhood Manager/
Faculty 

ICF/Shorter College 

 

When you speak with Mrs. LaJoy O. Montgomery, 
you immediately sense her quiet strength. A 
seasoned educator and advocate, LaJoy has 
dedicated her life to shaping minds from the 
cradle to the college classroom. Her impact spans 
across Arkansas and beyond, touching ins}tu}ons 
like the Li琀琀le Rock School District, UAPB Child 
Development Center, UAMS Head Start/Early 
Head Start, and even the San Diego Charter 
School. 
 

From infants to high school students, LaJoy has 
taught and supported learners at every level. 
Whether guiding toddlers at Bright Beginnings 
Learning Center or mentoring future educators at 
Shorter College, she brings an unmatched depth 
of care, knowledge, and commitment to 
individualized instruc}on. 
 

Known for her calm presence and passionate 
advocacy, LaJoy is the kind of leader who teaches 
without ego, leads with humility, and inspires 
through ac}on. Her students don’t just learn—
they feel seen, heard, and empowered. One 
colleague says it best: <She has a way of guiding 
me to a point without making me feel like I 
messed up... She is a powerhouse.= 

 

With a legacy rooted in compassion, authen}city, 
and transforma}onal teaching, LaJoy Montgomery 
stands as a quiet giant in early childhood 
educa}on—one whose in昀氀uence stretches far 
beyond the classroom walls. 

Command 
Master 
Chief 
Voniya 
McFadden 
 

8-year Educator 
NJROTC Instructor 
Parkview Arts & Science Magnet 
High School 
 

Master Chief Vonyia McFadden sets the bar for 
what it means to lead with integrity. As the 
NJROTC instructor, he brings a commanding 
presence grounded in military experience, 
discipline, and genuine care for students. His 
leadership reaches beyond drills—he equips 
young people with the tools they need for life. 
 

Known for his character, commitment, and 
compassion, Master Chief pours into students 
across campus, shaping a culture rooted in 
con昀椀dence and service. His impact is felt in 
every hallway, every classroom, and in the 
lives he touches daily. Master Chief McFadden 
doesn’t just instruct—he inspires, transforms, 
and leads by example. 

TH EURBA N EMA G.COM     AUG / SEPT 11 



























https://lnkd.in/gpxB7Gzv
https://lnkd.in/g27skjGn
https://lnkd.in/gJ2sdtQN

































